AMHERST SCHOOL NEWSLETTER
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the Week
3. PTA Notices
4. Community Events

Foundations are beginning to be laid, with concrete being
poured next Friday. We continue to be lucky with the
weather and it is great to see how quickly the work is
progressing. Many children enjoying spending their break
and lunchtime watching the builders work!

We currently have 10 children and 3 staff absent due
to Covid. The cases range across seven classes rather
than concentrated in just one class.

Yesterday morning we welcomed three members of our governing body into school to
spend time visiting every classroom. This provided an opportunity to see the school in
action, including our wonderful Thursday Singing Assembly led by Mr Clarke and the chance
to stay for lunch. We are pleased to reinstate onsite governor monitoring visits this
academic year as this was something that was disrupted by the pandemic.
Alongside our general governor visits we also have Year Group Governor visits. One
governor is assigned to each year group who then follow that cohort through the school
to gain a strong understanding of their four year journey at Amherst. Year Group Governors
visit three times a year and spend time in each classroom, meet with children to share
and discuss their work and meet with the Year Group Leader.
We are fortunate at Amherst to have such a committed group of governors who give up
much of their time to support the school. Governors have the tricky task of holding the
school accountable while simultaneously providing support. The role is best described as a
critical friend.

As a school we would really like to encourage as many children as possible to take part in
the Big Garden Bird Watch this weekend 28th-30th January 2022.
We’ve all become more aware of how important connecting with nature is for our own
wellbeing as well as helping the wildlife around us. Every year, the RSPB launches the bird
watch to help them collect data about the birds in the UK. All it takes is an hour of bird
spotting in your own garden, so why not spend some quality family time seeing how many
different types of birds visit your garden or local park. You can use the bird identification
sheet below to help you spot the differences between the various kinds of birds. Once you
have recorded your results, go online at this link and send them in.

31 Jan— Year 5 Rainforest workshop
04 Feb—PTA Movie night
11 Feb— PTA Valentine’s raffle
11 Feb—Wear something red (fundraising
for Evelina’s Children’s Heart Organisation)
11 Feb —Term 3 ends
21 Feb—Term 4 starts
23/24/25 Feb—Year 3 Roman days
24 Feb—PTA meeting

Please can you check with your child if
they need to replenish any of their
personal stationery in class.

All absences should be reported via our
website before 09.00am. Click on the link
and complete the quick form. NO need to
email/call any more:
Daily Absence Form
Future Absence Form

Amherst was represented at the Table
Tennis English Schools Zone 7 Finals on
Saturday 15th January by Dominic W, Xander R, Josh M and Jonathan B. The team
played brilliantly though they weren’t able
to bring home any prizes. Congratulations
on being selected to take part boys!

Please find a list of our current vacancies
on the KENT TEACH website.

Please can you ensure your children bring a
healthy snack to school.
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Riverhead Parish Council is seeking to appoint a committed and enthusiastic person to
fill the post of part-time parish clerk and responsible finance officer. Applicants must be
able to demonstrate that they have experience in administration, financial accounting
and budgeting. Training is available.
Applicants should have an interest in the local community and in upholding the positive
reputation of the council.
More information is available at this link.
If interested, please contact Irene Collins, Chairman of Riverhead Parish Council
Irene.collins25@gmail.com.
Closing date for applications: Friday 4th February 2022.

