
 

Parents’ Evening & Open Afternoon 

It was great to see so many of you attend Open 

Afternoon last Friday. As I wandered around 

the school it was wonderful to see and hear 

the enthusiasm and pride the children had 

when sharing they work. It is a very different 

dynamic when your child gets to show you their work. I loved 

seeing so many children giving parents an impromptu tour of the 

school. The superb Flotsam displays were a key feature of those 

tours.  

 

Another purpose of Open Afternoon is that we time it for the week before Parents’     

Evening. This is done intentionally so you approach your teacher meeting feeling informed 

about your child’s current achievements and challenges. I hope that was your experience. 

Thank you for the wide range of positive feedback I received over both nights. It is pleasing 

and encouraging to hear that the vast majority of children at Amherst are happy and    

making good progress.   

 

Thank You to Staff 

Parents’ Evening and Open Afternoon made me reflect how fortunate 

we are at Amherst to have such a fantastic and hard working staff 

team. I have always joked that I would like to write a school          

improvement plan that only contains one objective  - Recruit and 

retain outstanding staff. For all children to be successful it is         

completely reliant on having high quality, caring and dedicated staff to inspire and work 

with them. Our school motto is  Inspire Every Pupil and it is something I have at the front 

of my mind when making decisions.   

 

We recently asked a selection of teachers what their top five things they like about         

working at Amherst are: 

 

• Management of workload – marking for the interests of the child not for management. 

Team planning together. 

• Staff support each other – lunch together and have time to eat lunch properly. 

• Senior Leadership Team support staff – valued as professionals 

• Autonomy to teach and structure lessons how they see fit their individual class 

• Pupils are well behaved and want to do well/positive attitudes to learning 

 

 

I hope you all have a good weekend and remember the clocks change 

on Sunday! 
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All absences should be reported via our website before 09.00am please. Click on the 
link and complete the quick form — NO need to email/call anymore: Daily Absence 
Form (The form can also be found on our website under ATTENDANCE).  

Please complete the form for every day your child is off school. 
 

&
Please can you ensure your children bring in healthy snacks to school—please NO 
CRISPS or CHOCOLATE BARS. 
 

Parents, please refrain from parking on the zig zag lines in front of the school gates at 

pick up time. Also avoid parking on yellow lines or double parking. Parking illegally 

makes it unsafe for pedestrians and people driving.  
 

Why not enter our inter-house Easter Egg competition? Use either a real egg, blown, 
hard-boiled or polystyrene egg and decorate, paint it or make it into a model. 
Egg themes are: nature, animals, religious, Easter, Harry Potter or just patterned. 
Bring your entries into school on Tuesday 28th March with your name, class and which 
theme you are entering. There are prizes for winners of each house. 
 

Please can we have NO dogs on the school grounds or in the courtyard at pick up 
time. 
 

—

Please click on this link to book your children’s clubs for the summer term. 

• Please do not email the office with club requests.  

• You are able to change your child’s club choices on the response email received 
after completing the clubs booking form. 

• Club allocation emails will be sent out to parents after the Easter Break. 
 

Please visit www.kent-teach.com to view our current vacancies for: 

• Class Teacher                                           —          Maternity Cover  - Part-time 

• Teaching Assistant                        —          Full-time / Part-time 

• Breakfast Club Assistant  —          Part-time 
 

 

 

- ’
These tickets are the hottest thing in town. Don’t miss this opportunity to get yours asap. Click 
here to book! 
 

 

 

27 March — Year 3 Easter Performance - Dress Rehearsal 2.00pm 

28 March — Year 3 Easter Performance 2.00pm 

28 March — Amherst Music Festival 6.00—8.00pm 

31 March — Term 4 Ends 

17 April  — Term 5 Starts 

24 April  — Clubs Start 

24 April  — Year 6 Safety in Action Trip 

27 April — Year 6 National Child Measurement Programme 

1 May — Bank Holiday 

5 May — Coronation Celebration 

8 May — Bank Holiday 

9 –12 May — SATS week 

13 May — AJFC (Amherst Junior Football Club) Presentation Evening 

22 May — Year 5 British Museum Trip 

25 May — Term 5 Ends 

26 May — Inset Day 

5 June — Term 6 Starts 

NOTICES  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1g6ihwtzu43Kt28TM8TjrvKAhJfqRvP3_iYWS4SAtWxU/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1g6ihwtzu43Kt28TM8TjrvKAhJfqRvP3_iYWS4SAtWxU/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfKEuh1C8r6d6DECtT8frWK-n7WxLGWMPo72a6e3RYq1ZTWNw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.kent-teach.com/Recruitment/Vacancy/SearchResults.aspx?Keyword=Amherst%20School
https://app.classlist.com/events/#/events/view/957480865
https://app.classlist.com/events/#/events/view/957480865


LET ’S CELEBRATE

5A Autumn J 

5J Charlie H 

5S Dylan K 

6A Oscar A 

6B Georgia C 

6SB Caitlin J 

3CL Emmie M 

3H Jasmine M 

3W Isla D 

4C Richard L 

4DB Matilda C 

4SF William G 

STAR OF THE WEEK

MUSIC
The following children have passed their music exams— congratulations to all! 

Dylan K                   —              Grade 1 Descant Recorder DISTINCTION 
Jack K                         —             Grade 1 Piano DISTINCTION 
Joey S                        —              Grade 1 Piano DISTINCTION 
Caroline K    —          Grade 3 Piano MERIT 

On Tuesday the football team competed in their last league game of the season against a strong Lady 
Boswell’s team, starting very brightly by scoring a fantastic goal within the first 15 seconds of the 
match. They came out 4-1 winners in the end. Well done to Ethan W, Harry H, Josh M, Toby W, Dane R, 
Fred K, Joe S, Jack G and Albert RC.    
 

On Saturday 18th March, Amherst participated in the Sevenoaks Schools football tournament at Knole 
Academy. In our group, we played against Seal, Lady Boswell’s, St. John’s and Edenbridge. 
Amherst played extremely well throughout the group stage demonstrating some terrific teamwork 
and quick passing. Amherst managed to win all four games comfortably and finished top of group A. 
Amherst successfully progressed through to the semi-finals. In the next round, we faced Churchill. The 
team continued to play extremely well and battled hard in defence, successfully winning the game      
2-0. In the final, Amherst faced a         
competitive St. George’s team.  
 

Again, Amherst played terrifically,      
however lost the game 1-0. The children 
should extremely be proud of their 
efforts and achievements this season as 
we await the results in the league     
standings (Amherst are currently top of 
the league!) Well done to Joe H, Ethan W, 
Josh M, Joe S, Dylan K, Toby W, Charlie H 
and Max P. 
Mr Barratt and Mr Taylor 

NETBALL

FOOTBALL

There was much excitement among the 
school netball team last Saturday when 
they took part in the annual schools'   
netball tournament. Despite the bitter 
weather, the team played exceptionally 
well culminating in three convincing wins 
and two losses. All players took their 
turns at shooting and defending using 
the High Five Rotation. This placed the 
team in third position at the end of the 
first round and they then played another 
match to determine their final placing. 
The match was against St George's 
School in Wrotham, who are new to our 
partnership, and Amherst won resulting 
in a final overall position of third out of 12 
schools. Well done to our team: Robin G, Summer J, Daisy WE, Jeanne R, Lucas T, Bluebell S, Georgia C, 
Maya B, Harper W     



PTA

 

COMMUNITY EVENTS  

Please click on the leaflets to see more information. 

All parents need to do to book is WhatsApp Aga on 
07969787711 or 

email: aga.drenda@hookandhelp.com                        
Dunton Green, TN14 5GE  

http://www.southeastkidscamps.co.uk/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/how-to-support-your-child-with-adhd-andor-autism-tickets-580178879647
mailto:aga.drenda@hookandhelp.com
https://www.tonbridgeangels.co.uk/buy-tickets
mailto:aga.drenda@hookandhelp.com
https://www.theoutdoorsproject.co.uk/sevenoaks/


PTA

 

COMMUNITY EVENTS  

Please click on the leaflets to see more information. 

For anyone learning a string or wind instrument, we have Winds                  

Together and Strings Together groups starting next term that are open to 

anyone who isn't a complete beginner on their instrument.  

 

Parts will be arranged to fit the level of each player. These groups are being 
run by one of our peripatetic wind teachers, Philippa Henderson and a     
Bromley based string teacher Tim Wells, who has a wealth 
of group music making expertise and is currently Head of 
Strings at Bromley Youth Music Trust.   

 

Please encourage your child to sign up on the online clubs 
form if they play a string or wind instrument so that they can 
enjoy the benefits of group music making.  

mailto:communities@sevenoaks.gov.uk
mailto:customersupport@megacamps.net

