
Children in Need 
Thank you to each and every one of you for supporting our      
fundraising efforts for CHILDREN IN NEED today! 

Our fun run this morning was ‘crisp and sunny’ with lots of smiles 
from parents and children while doing laps around the field.  

We had a table overflowing with cupcakes and can’t thank you 
enough for your donations. All going for a good cause, while 
making the end of day cake sale something to 
look forward to! 

 

 

 

 

Open Afternoon 

It was wonderful to see so many of you at Open Afternoon today. Children are always so 
keen to share their work and school with you. It also serves the purpose of informing you 
about your child’s experience and progress prior to parents’ evening in the coming weeks. I 
really enjoy seeing children taking their parents on a grand tour displaying obvious pride in 
our school from the mundane areas to the more exciting!  

Things I can do Before Leaving Amherst School 
I wanted this week to bring your attention to a section near the back of your child’s planner. 
Many years ago Miss Jones and I devised a list of things that we think every child should 
know or be able to do when they leave Amherst School. The areas include: 
 

• Practical Activities such as sew on a button, ride a bike, polish my own shoes 

• Safety such as how to cross the road safely, basic first aid, know my address 

• Community  raise money for charity, clear up litter in your local area, speak in assembly 

• General Knowledge  know capital cities in the UK, know 15 flags of the world 

• Nature in Great Britain know 7 different trees and leaves, identify 10 British birds 

• Subjects know all my times tables, recite a poem off by heart 

• Holiday Homework have a picnic, wash the car, camp outdoors 
 

If you have not looked at this list with your child I would encourage you to try and find 
some time this weekend to do so. Some of the suggestions may seem quite old fashioned 
but can be easily overlooked in a child’s development. They are things that we would all like 
most children to be able to do but we can make an assumption that they can do them 
when they can’t. It could be they have never been shown how to do it or haven’t had the 
opportunity to experience it. I’m sure there will be lots on the list that they can do which 
can be satisfying to tick off.  

I hope you all have a fantastic weekend.  
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Think you have what it takes to write your own Christmas song? The winning 
child's carol will be sung in our school's Carol Service on Monday 11th December. 

The Rules:  Just focus on words as we will work with the winner to come up with a 
tune. Try to write at least two verses. Hand your completed lyrics in to Mr Clarke or at 
the school Reception Desk. The deadline is Monday 20th November. 
 

Please click on www.kent-teach.com to see our current list of vacancies. 
 

4
Applications for a Year 3 place starting in September 2024 are now open.  Please apply 
online (https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/school-places/
primary-school-places). Amherst School is a Junior School where children join us in 
Year 3.  We have 96 places available, with up to 90 children joining us from Riverhead 
School, our linked infant school. 
 

If you would like to visit the school before applying, or are interested in an In Year Ap-
plication, please ring us on 01732 452577 or email office@amherst.kent.sch.uk. 
 

—

Our annual book fair is being held from Monday 20th - Wednesday 22nd November 
2023, in the small hall after school from 3:30pm - 4.00pm. Your children had the 
chance to explore the fair today. 

• Preferred payment method is online via a QR code. 

• We will accept cash if online payment is difficult.  

Please click here to browse the catalogue . 
 

—

Mystery Bag Week - please see more information on page 3. 
 

WEEK  20-24 Nov:    

No Mandarin Club / Last Basketball Club (no club on 30/11) 
 

 

Please come and support our Choir who will be singing next Friday 24/11/2023 at 
6.05—6.20pm on the main stage. 
 

20—22 November   - Book Fair 

20—22 November   - Year 3 Rocks Days @ school 

24 November - PTA Christmas Jumper Sale 

28 & 30 November - Parents Evening (booking information will be sent a week before) 

1 December - Clubs End 

1 December - Year 4 Christmas Performance—Dress Rehearsal 

2 December - PTA Christmas Bazaar 12.00—3.00pm 

4 December - Year 4 Christmas Performance—Matinee 2.00pm 

4 December - PTA Mini Bazaar 9.00—11.00am 

5 December - Year 4 Christmas Performance—Evening 6.00—7.30pm 

11 December - Flu Vaccinations 9.00am 

11 December - PTA Secrets Room 2.00—3.30pm 

11 December - Christmas Carol Service 6.00—7.00pm 

13 December - Whole School Pantomime—Stag Theatre 10.15am 

14 December - Christmas Lunch (children can wear their Christmas Jumpers) 

15 December - Term 2 Ends 

 

NOTICES  

https://www.kent-teach.com/Recruitment/Vacancy/SearchResults.aspx?Keyword=amherst
https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/school-places/primary-school-places
https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/school-places/primary-school-places
mailto:office@amherst.kent.sch.uk
https://shop.scholastic.co.uk/


PTA—CHRISTMAS IS COMING!

MYSTERY BAG Week  
 

Mystery Bag Week - Each child will be sent home with two (2) bags on Monday— a green & red bag.  

These bags can be decorated with Christmas stickers or drawings if any child is keen! 

Please, can each bag be filled with small gifts and/or treats (NB max of 5 items per bag). Please 
don’t feel the need to purchase new, this is the time to see if you have any unwanted, unused 
items in your cabinet that would make a good donation! 

 

Some ideas: 

• Toiletries (bath bombs, lip balms, lip gloss, etc...) 

• Fun stationary (pencils, rubbers, little note pads, stickers etc...) 

• Small Games (cards or puzzles, temporary tattoos) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week is a donation week!  
Just a friendly reminder that we will be       
collecting the following items below for the 
upcoming Christmas Bazaar. There will be 
collection boxes in the reception area as you 
enter the school, between the double doors.  

TOYS, GAMES & BOOK SETS Day 

A huge effort goes into making this event successful for our school 
fundraising, and fun and memorable for the children! We can't 
thank you enough for your continued support and generosity! 



YEAR 3 FOOTBALL  

STAR OF THE WEEK

5A Theo H 

5HR Maddie M 

5J Johana H 

6A Bailey D 

6B Millie P 

6W Zain W 

3CL Carter S 

3H Ruby W 

3W Uzair K 

4C Hope B 

4S Rebecca R 

4SF Tobias W 

On Friday afternoon a team of Year 3 pupils went to Kemsing Primary School to compete in a football 
tournament. They showed excellent sportsmanship, skill and determination to win 2 of their matches, 
draw 2 of their matches and get through to the semi finals!! A fantastic team effort!  
Well done Amherst. 
 
1-0 won against Shoreham 
1-1 Seal 
0-0 Lady Boswells 
2-1 won against Kemsing Jaguars 
1-0 Semi final lost to Kemsing Tigers 
 
It was a brilliant event! Thank you to 
all the parents who stayed to      
support. 

 
 

TABLE TENNIS  

 

LET ’S CELEBRATE  

On Wednesday, 9 children went to 
compete in the Kent School Table 
Tennis Competition.  

 

The boys were split into two teams 
and competed against four other 
schools in a group stage. After the 
initial rounds of games, the two 
teams were then seeded into the 
final group of games.  

 

Both teams did extremely well, 
with one team coming as runners 
up in their group, and the other 
team won their group and have 
been invited to play in a regional 
competition later in the year!  

 

Congratulations to the whole team. 
Well done to Jake R (4SF), Max L 
(4SF), William W-E (4SF), Alex B 
(5J), Eden G (5J), Richard L (5A), 
Jack F (6W), Zain W (6W) and Zach 
H (6B).   

 
 



YEAR 4—BATTLE ABBEY TRIP

Year 4 visited Battle Abbey last week and 
learned more about 1 0 6 6  A N D  T H E  
N O R M A N  C O N Q U E S T .  

1066 was a momentous year for         
England. The death of the elderly English 
king, Edward the Confessor, on 5        
January set off a chain of events that 
would lead, on 14 October, to the Battle 
of Hastings. In the years that followed, 
the Normans had a profound impact on 
the country they had conquered. 

HOCKEY TOURNAMENT  

Well done to our Under 11 Girls hockey team that took part in a tournament at Burgess Hill last   
Friday.  
 

The team played superbly all day. Sixteen teams were split into four groups playing each other.    
Amherst won their first game 1-0 
against Cumnor House. Their second 
game was against Burgess Hill which 
again they won 1-0.  
 

The team’s final group stage game 
was against Danes Hill which they 
narrowly lost 1-0. This placed them 
second in the group which qualified 
them for the cup quarter final 
against Ardingly.  
 

A tough game followed with the 
score 0-0 at the end of full time. The 
girls then completed penalty shuffles which they unfortunately lost.  
 

Congratulations to Isabe N (5HR), Clarissa M (5HR), Chayila M (5A), Jessica P (5A), Annebelle W (6W), 
Sophie F (6A), Lyla M(6A), Jessica S (5A).  



 

COMMUNITY EVENTS  

Stonepitts Farm are once again offering a £2.00 donation to Amherst School for every 

Christmas tree bought by parents and staff. Please visit the website for more details: 

www.stonepitts.com  

Please show this snippet from our newsletter when making your purchase. 

Stonepitts also make a donation per tree sold to various charities. This year the        

donation goes to Demelza Hospice Care for Children. 

mailto:amy@sevenoaksdance.co.uk
https://www.diabetes.org.uk/diabetes-the-basics/diabetes-symptoms?utm_source=Diabetes%20week%20posters&utm_medium=print&utm_campaign=diabetes-week-posters&utm_content=symptoms
https://stonepitts.com/christmas-trees
https://www.megacamps.net/


 

COMMUNITY EVENTS  

http://www.little-street.co.uk/
mailto:chris.sevenoaksjitsu@icloud.com
https://lovethegameuk.co.uk/
mailto:lauren@trinitydance.co.uk
mailto:lauren@trinitydance.co.uk

