
Festive Week 
It has been a busy and festive last week of term. The week began 
with our wonderful Carol Service held in St. Mary’s Church on 
Monday. Well done to our six Year 6 readers who read with such 
confidence and clarity. The school choir sang superbly including 
the tricky descants in certain carols. Well done to Charlie and 
Grace G, who enjoyed the premier of their winning                 
Christmas Carol. Thank you to Mr Clarke for all his hard work  
preparing the children so well.  
 

Pantomime 

On Wednesday we took the whole school to see Jack and the 
Beanstalk at The Stag Theatre. The children thoroughly enjoyed 
the performance and it was great to see so many happy faces. Thank you to Mr Hafford-
Robson who found himself being rather more involved in the pantomime than he            
expected!  
 

Christmas Lunch 

On Thursday our school kitchen team cooked a fantastic Christmas lunch for all children and 
staff. The food was delicious and there were lots of clean plates. It is quite 
amazing that over 400 meals were served hot and on time. Thank you to  
kitchen team and the PTA for helping set the hall up and making it look so 
festive.  
 

Choirs 

Training Choir and Amherst Choir had the opportunity to sing in front of the 
Christmas tree in Trafalgar Square at 4.00pm on Thursday. It was a magical 
experience and one that the children will cherish. Thank you to all parents 
for  accompanying the children and making it possible. Thank you 
once again to Mr Clarke and Miss Foinette for  

enabling such a great event to take place.   
 

Congratulations 

Congratulations to Mr and Mrs Barratt who welcomed  

their new baby daughter, Rose, into the world on  

Saturday. I’m sure you will join me in wishing them  

every happiness and a very special Christmas.  
 

Thank You 

I would like to take this opportunity to  

thank parents for their generosity and  

thoughtfulness in all the presents that 

staff (including myself) have received  

in the last few days. You kindness  

is much appreciated and it is  

wonderful that the hard work  

of all staff is recognised.  
 

I hope you all have a wonderful  

Christmas.  

Please remember that 

children return to school on  

Thursday 4th January.  
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FESTIVE CELEBRATIONS  

Here is what Caroline and Mia in 6W 
had to say about the event: 
On Monday, 11th December 2023, 
the Amherst Choir sang Christmas 
carols with the  congregation of the 
church. The service filled us with 
Christmas cheer as we stuffed Saint 
Mary's Church with musical notes. 
As students of Amherst Choir, we 
thought this magical Christmas   
service was wonderful and amazing. Two students, Grace G and Charlie G, wrote a Christmas carol 
called ‘The Christmas Tree’ which was one of the many songs performed at the church service. To 
accompany the Choir, organist (Alex Trigg), who is from The Choir of St John’s college, happily 
played with us through the carols.  We also all listened to the readings read by Year six children 
which were stories from the Bible. It was a superb service, we all enjoyed ourselves and had lots of 
fun. 
 

Another member of the audience kindly shared the following with us: 
I think this was my first real opening to Advent events this year. 
A very warm welcome by the pupils as we entered the church. 
The organ, as it roared into action, was out of this world which made me very emotional through 
the first carol we sung, and so it goes on, it just kept giving  - compliments to the organist,         
Alexander Trigg.  
Mr Clarke (music teacher) has the choir in his hands. What a blessing and so good to see for a 
school choir, and how well the choir was directed and sang.  And the super little piece by Grace 
and Charlie. I left St. Mary’s church on a high for preparation for the Christmas season. 

TRAFALGAR SQUARE

CAROLS 

PANTOMIME

Our Amherst and Training Choirs sang in front of the Christmas Tree in Trafalgar Square yesterday 
afternoon. 

Our visit to the Pantomime was as always a highlight of the year! Jack and the 

Beanstalk did not disappoint.  

Mr H-R was fortunate enough to be chosen to make his stage debut—of 

course to the entertainment of all. We hope your children had a lot of fun! 

One of our parents saw the children 

leave the theatre and reported back: 

“I have just watched the whole school 

skip very merrily out of the Stag and 

into their coaches from the warmth 

of my office across the road - the               

children clearly had a great time!” 



Please can you complete our annual parent questionnaires on the following links.   

We’d really appreciate if you can spare 5 minutes to give us your feedback—good or 
bad. We will close these on 5th January 2024. 

Year 3                           Year 4                               Year 5                          Year 6 
 

—  
Dear Parents and Chi ldren,  I would just  l i ke  to say  a  huge 'Thank you'  for a l l  my gi f ts,  cards and 
kind words.  I  was overwhelmed by al l  the wonderful  things arranged for me in  my last  week and I 
am so  grateful  to you al l .  
Regards—Bridget  Wolfe  

 

-
We would appreciate any donations of old adult t-shirts for our art cupboards in 
school. 
 

There are a few open spaces in the following clubs—please complete our booking form 
here: 
Street Dance—5 spaces 
Board Games—13 spaces 
Spanish year 4-6—5 spaces 
Training Choir 

—
Next term, year 5 will be studying the topic of rainforests and will read the book 'The 
Explorer' to help aid their understanding. The book, written by Katherine Rundell, is a 
fantastic example of high quality literature and paints such vivid pictures of living in a 
rainforest for the children to imagine. If you happen to have a copy at home or wish to 
buy one, please may your child bring it in after the Christmas holidays.  

—
We are taking a team of dancers to perform at the Stag theatre: there will be a show 
on Thursday 12th March 2024.  If your child is interested in taking part, we will be hold-
ing auditions on Friday 5th January 2024 promptly at 08.00am in the hall.  Children 
don’t need to sign up for the auditions - please just turn up on time.  
All Year 6 pupils are welcome to audition and no previous dance experience is required. 
No preparation is needed, as we will teach them a routine during the audition. Please 
arrive in dance / comfortable clothes that allow free movement and indoor trainers. 
 

Please click on www.kent-teach.com to see our current list of vacancies. 

• Breakfast Club Manager - Part-time 

• Midday Supervisory Assistant - Part-time 

• Teaching Assistant - Full-time/Part-time 
 

 

2 January  - Inset Day 

3 January  - Inset Day 

4 January  - Term 3 Starts 

5 January  - Year 6 Love to Dance  

8 January - Clubs Start 

30 January - Year 6 Young Voices  

9 February - Term 3 Ends 

19 February - Term 4 Starts 

 

 

Please find next term’s PE Timetable 
here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTICES  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScObaEw-fN-nxN4dcuP16s8dKxasuirw3aaCBldY4zOSY3TVg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeqO4NRquylEUkQI3pY74cWNO367Zav409FzpZgXYEdfg6Bug/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScMgmhKclKGvnLJtYxXiODzJhW1uv5GXlSdMRK4weIHT4V9oQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdLeR0e-zc5KFrKIaWGLGNkyLfUgTlMi5SvlAJmFUG8K4iMmA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScFnMvd2XQpi2o2yVNxg7Jd77_NSnDeRhz0l3tT9ENTCbAThA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScFnMvd2XQpi2o2yVNxg7Jd77_NSnDeRhz0l3tT9ENTCbAThA/viewform
https://www.kent-teach.com/Recruitment/Vacancy/SearchResults.aspx?Keyword=amherst
https://www.kent-teach.com/Recruitment/Vacancy/VacancyDetails.aspx?VacancyId=125805
https://www.kent-teach.com/Recruitment/Vacancy/VacancyDetails.aspx?VacancyId=125806
https://www.kent-teach.com/Recruitment/Vacancy/VacancyDetails.aspx?VacancyId=126718


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We look forward to seeing you tomorrow! 

LET ’S CELEBRATE  

STAR OF THE WEEK

5A Leo G 

5HR Leni M 

5J Ollie P 

6A Autumn J 

6B Molly G 

6W Charlotte T 

3CL Evie S 

3H Cameron H 

3W Lara H 

4C Artie K 

4S Eloise C 

4SF Seb H 

MUSIC EXAM RESULTS
Congratulations to Eitan D (5A) who passed his Grade 1 violin exam with merit and William G (6W) 
who passed his grade 1 piano exam. 

PTA

Please click here to read our 

December Newsletter. 

CROCHET GIFTS

Throughout this term, we have been crocheting different 
things such as Granny squares, flowers and hearts. We 
took these to the Rivermere Care Home this afternoon 
and gave them to the residents staying there. They really 
enjoyed these small gifts and they have invited us for a 
game of Scrabble in the New Year! 

 - Effie, Charlotte and Sara in 6W  

https://www.amherst.kent.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=3968


COMMUNITY EVENTS  

https://www.barracudas.co.uk/
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/sohockey/1020602
mailto:amy@sevenoaksdance.co.uk

