
MESSAGE  FROM  MR REID 

As I have mentioned before, over the last 18 months we have 
been reviewing and rewriting the curriculum for certain subjects: 

• History 

• Geography 

• Art 

• Design and Technology 

• Grammar and Punctuation 

• Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) 

 

We have followed a very successful process, which has involved the four year group leaders 
Miss Wonnacott, Mr Clarke, Mrs Archer and Mr Barratt) working with the subject leaders   
out of class for two days per subject. This high investment in time and utilising their          
expertise has produced excellent outcomes. Our new curriculum in each subject is well     
sequenced and thoughtfully planned from Year 3 to Year 6. We have considered the learn-
ing journey and progression from the children’s first lesson in Year 3 to their last lesson in 
Year 6. On 30th April we had an external advisor from Kent County Council visit to validate 
our curriculum work; he was extremely complimentary about what has been achieved.  

 

The most recent subject to be completed was led by Miss Jones and Mrs Huntley. 
Our PSHE curriculum is themed termly on our six school values. We consider PSHE to be a 
very important subject as it contains lessons that hopefully help shape Amherst children to 
be positive members of any community. The academic subjects are important but how you 
manage yourself and relationships with others will have a huge impact on your life and are 
linked to self-esteem. How you feel about situations will drive behaviours both positive and 
negative. Learning to manage those feelings is a vital part of a school’s curriculum and     
culture.  

 

 

We often talk to children about resilience but I’m not sure they understand what it is. We 
know it is useful to have but how do you create it in a child? Below is a good definition: 

 

 

 

If we can help children understand that life is ever changing and that what you feel today 
may be different tomorrow helps them not feel so stuck. If they can believe it is possible to 
be happy or successful after something tricky happens then we don’t need to worry as 
much about what has happened. Every day provides another chance or opportunity.  
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I hope you all have a great weekend and enjoy the wonderful weather.       
I am going to Brands Hatch on Sunday to watch the British Touring Cars 
and will be supporting local driver Jake Hill.  

I can’t wait!  

Resilience means: The ability to be 

happy or successful again after 

something difficult or bad has    

happened. 



NOTICES  

Please complete the quick Daily Absence Form on our website before 9.00am for every day your 
child is off school. 
 

Amherst School Library welcomes any book donations suitable for years 3-6. We are lucky 
enough to have enough Enid Blyton and David Walliams books at the moment. Thank you.  
 

Week 13—17 May:   
13/05 - NO Little Musketeers—due to SATS in the school hall (extra session on 01/07) 

14/05 - NO Curling  Club—due to SATS in the school hall  

16/05 - NO Hockey Club—due to SATS  

17/05 - NO Cricket Club Years 5&6 
 

—
Year 3 and 4 will be studying Buddhism and Year 5 and 6 will study Sikhism.  

The day will be filled with a variety of activities, one of which includes painting pebbles to create 
a whole school art project. To help resource the day, please can your child bring in 2 pebbles in 
the week beginning Monday 13th May. 
 

4 —
As part of our Science curriculum and linked to our current 'Sound' topic, we will be exploring 
pitch in class next week (w/b 13th May). We would appreciate if you could help by sending in any 
of the following items you might find around the house: 

• Cardboard tubes and small boxes (e.g. kitchen rolls/Pringles tube/cereal boxes. 
No toilet rolls please). 

• Plastic food container, if possible with lid (e.g. yoghurt pot, pâté pot). 
 

Please apply on Kent Teach for the vacancies we have. 
 

—

Please support this fundraising initiative to bring the 
Kidenza orchestra to Amherst and Riverhead Infants’ 
Schools. 
 

—

 

13 May - Year 6 SATS Week 

17 May  - PTA 2nd Hand Uniform Sale 

17 May   - PTA Parent Quiz Night  

23 May - Term 5 Ends 

24 May - Inset Day 

3 June - Term 6 Starts 

4 June - Year 5 Kent Test Meeting 6.00pm 

4-6 June - Year 3 Horton Kirby Trips 

6 & 7 June - Sponsored Swim in School 

10-14 June - Year 6 Hilltop Residential 

14 June - Year 4 Hampton Court Trip 

14 June - Year 5 Greek Show—Dressing up 

18-19 June - Year 5 Parent Consultations 

28 June - Open Afternoon 2.45pm 

28 June - Clubs End 

1 July - New Parent Meeting 2.00pm 

4 July - Kent Transition Day 

6 July - Amherst Summer BBQ (Save the Date) 

15 July - Summer Production—Dress Rehearsal 1.45pm 

16 July - Summer Production—Matinee Performance 1.45pm 

17 July - Summer Production—Evening Performance 7.00pm (all children to attend) 

18 July - Summer Production—Evening Performance 7.00pm (all children to attend) 

22 July - Sports Day 

23 July - Rose Clifton Memorial Cricket Match 

23 July - Term Ends 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1g6ihwtzu43Kt28TM8TjrvKAhJfqRvP3_iYWS4SAtWxU/edit
https://www.kent-teach.com/
https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/school-places/kent-test


LET ’S CELEBRATE  

Ronav D (6W) represented Amherst School at the Delancey UK chess challenge 
(Surrey - Megafinals) on 5th May 2024 and has qualified for the U11 boys        
Gigafinals! He will now compete with all the children who qualified across     
southern England on 21st July 2024 at the Sandown Racecourse in Esher.         
Congratulations Ronav! 

CHESS  

STAR OF THE WEEK  

3CL Alfie W 

3H Florence O’H 

3W Tyler B-M 

4C Ella A 

4S Alice O 

4SF Edie S 

5A Lucy T 

5HR Ava K 

5J Freddie K 

6A Ethan S 

6B Zachary H 

6W Arthur H 

CONGRATULATIONS  
Congratulations to our own Alex P (6B) and Jasmine M (4S) 
who are both part of two different productions at the Stag 
Theatre.  
 
Jasmine is performing  in 
the current  production 
of Sleeping Beauty and 
Alex will soon be seen in 
School of Rock. 
 

CRICKET  
The school cricket team who played Ashford Prep School last week: Eden G(5J), Ryan G(6A), Noah 

W(6A), John A(6W), Tom L(6W),  Thomas W(5A), Ansh G(6W), Jack F(6W), James J(6A) and Jack R

(6B).  



COMMUNITY EVENTS  
 

Dear All 
We have just changed the date of our September 

Open Evening for year 7 and year 9 prospective 
families.  The event was scheduled for Wednesday 

11th September but has now been changed to 
Wednesday 18th September.  To book places please 

use this link: 
  
Cranbrook School | Register Your Interest - Open 

Evening - Wednesday 18th September 2024 

https://westkentmind.org.uk/parents-supporting-parents
https://lovethegameuk.co.uk/
mailto:chris.sevenoaksjitsu@icloud.com
https://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/register-your-interest-open-evening-wednesday-18th-september-2024/
https://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/register-your-interest-open-evening-wednesday-18th-september-2024/

