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Welcome 

Welcome to all our new children in Year 3 and in other year 
groups too. The children have had an excellent first week and we 
have been so impressed how quickly Year 3 children have begun 
to learn the new routines.  
 

One of my favourite moments of the year is observing our     
wonderful Year 6 buddies welcoming and looking after Year 3s 
on their first morning. Year 6 have embraced the role of being a 
buddy with enthusiasm and kindness. It makes such a difference 
on the first day to feel welcomed and part of the school        
community straight away.  
 

Year 3 have worked  hard this week to adapt to their 
new surroundings and it has been great to hear so 
much positive feedback already. It can be daunting and 
at times overwhelming when you start at a new school 
so don’t be surprised if your child is very tired tonight or 
at times a little grumpy!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Breaktime Snacks 

Thank you for everyone's support regarding having fruit or vegetables as a 
breaktime snack. An impact we have noticed this week is how much less 
litter there has been on the school playground due to children not having 

snacks that are in wrappers. It has made a huge difference. Therefore, linked to that 
please could we try and avoid snacks in wrappers such as fruit winders etc. 

 

Lateness 

Sorry to start the year with a message regarding lateness but it is really          
important that we start the year in the right way. I’m aware there have been 
traffic issues (endless roadworks everywhere) this week but please make    

every effort for your child to be through the school gates before 8.50am. If your child is 
regularly late it has a big impact on them and can create an unsettled start to the day.  

 

Trust 

This term’s school value is Trust and my assemblies will be on this theme 
throughout Term 1. We have six school values with one linked to each term 

and our PSHE curriculum is themed around them too. Accompaning each value is a school 
rule as well: 

TRUST 

We will act responsibly and honestly to earn the trust of each other                                       
at Amherst School. 

 

I hope you all have a wonderful weekend.  
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NOTICES  

Please complete the quick Daily Absence Form on our website before 9.00am for every 
day your child is off school. 

 

 

We have spaces available if you are interested. Please complete our booking  form. 
 

Please click here to view this term’s menu.  You should please pay for your child’s 
school meals in ADVANCE (either weekly or termly). 

Please make payment via www.schoolgateway.com. Costs for the new term are as 
follows:  Daily -   £ 2.65  /  Weekly -   £ 13.25  /  Term 1 -  £ 100.70 (38 days)  /                 
Term 2  -   £ 92.75   (35 days)  /  Term 1 & 2  -   £ 193.45 
 

/
We have managed to secure 20 digital downloads of the Lion King Production 2024. 
There are also 13 DVD’s still available to order if anyone is interested. Please order via 
www.schoolgateway.com . 
 

It is illegal to park on double yellow lines or on pavements. Please be considerate    
towards our neighbours when you drop children off in the morning and collect them at 
the end of the day. Thank you for your support. 
 

We are celebrating Harvest Festival on 3rd October and will have time in our Harvest      
assembly to be thankful for all we have to eat while thinking of those less fortunate.      
If there are any parents who are able to take the food to St John’s on Thursday 3rd  
October we would be very grateful. We would appreciate your help at the following 
times: 

• Please arrive at Amherst at 11.00am to loads cars with the food  

• Then drive to St John’s between 11.30-12.30pm to drop off our donations. 
If you are able to help, please let the office know via an email to 
office@amherst.kent.sch.uk 
 

For safety reasons, please note that the car park is only for staff and disabled use. If 
you are running late and need to drop your child off, please park on the road. 
 

— YR 4-6
Tuesday 10/09/2024 and Wednesday 11/09/2024 from 3.30—5.00pm. 

Children should please sign up at reception and only need to attend ONE afternoon. 

Please come dressed in PE kit and trainers. 
 

Please remember not to bring dogs on the school site. Many thanks for your support. 
 

Please apply on Kent Teach for the vacancies we have. 
Breakfast Club Manager /Clerk to the Governors  
 

Please be reminded to provide the following consent on www.schoolgateway.com if 
you have not yet: 

Walking Home /  Photo /  Parent Drivers /  Emergency Medical Consent /   Local Visits 

 

/
Please indication on www.schoolgateway.com if you or any grandparent are interested 
in reading with our children.  
 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1g6ihwtzu43Kt28TM8TjrvKAhJfqRvP3_iYWS4SAtWxU/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScG64bxd_vqrLTqKlLwU5zUrHSjLhDrZJhqA2AfILKf_BWpEw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.amherst.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=2023+%2D+NEW+MENU+%2D+Term+5&pid=747
http://www.schoolgateway.com
http://www.schoolgateway.com
mailto:office@amherst.kent.sch.uk
https://www.kent-teach.com/Recruitment/Vacancy/SearchResults.aspx?Keyword=amherst%20school
http://www.schoolgateway.com
http://www.schoolgateway.com


                  NEWS  

Dear Parents  
 

A very big welcome back after the summer break—we hope you had a fabulous time 
and are ready for an exciting new year at Amherst. 
 

We would like to take the opportunity to introduce ourselves as your NEW PTA team and 
together we hope to create lots of FUN for our children and FUNDRAISE for the 

school! 

Below you will see the first two events 
of the year: 

Please SAVE BOTH DATES in your diaries 
and come support us on the day! 

We would appreciate your help with this event! 
 

• We are in need of donations of sweets and chocolate  

• Please drop it off at school by leaving it in the lobby  -                

Thursday 12th (am/pm) and Friday 13th (am).  

• If you have any portable tables and pop up gazebos we can       

borrow - please contact myself (amherst-chair@outlook.com) or 

via your class reps as this will save us requiring access to the school 

site.  

• 10.00am on the day -                                                                                

we need 4 people to help set up the gazebo and tables on     

Chipstead Common. 

• Finally, we need volunteers to man the stall between 12 and 2 as 

it’s pretty popular and busy! Riverhead’s team will take over from 

2.00pm and do the clear down as we share the stall :)  
 

Thank you so much for getting the year going with me and our 

new team! 
 

Lydia (PTA Chair) x 

mailto:amherst-chair@outlook.com


LET ’S CELEBRATE  

STAR OF THE WEEK  

EX-PUPIL NEWS  

3B Edward K 

3CL Bella R 

3WH Hayden L 

4C Carter S 

4SF Freddie P 

4T Oliver B 

5A Rex S 

5HR William W-E 

5J Heila S 

6A Maisie M 

6MW Richard L 

6W Zachary T 

FOOTBALL  

 

Congratulations to the following year 5 boys 
were selected for West Kent District Football: 
 

Max L, Tobias W and William W-E (All in 5HR) 
 

They are very happy to start the new season 
off, showing off their new kit. The boys were 
selected from many schools in the area to    
represent their district. 

 
Well done boys! 

One of our ex-year 6 pupils took part in a short story writing 
competition held over the summer. They used their wall 
mural as an inspiration. 
 

Autumn J (6A 2024) and her family took part in the compe-
tition and Autumn came though as the overall winner.  
 
While she has now left Amherst she attributed her success 
to the teaching and support she received at Amherst for 
her creative writing and so wanted to share this with you.  
 
Congratulations Autumn! 



COMMUNITY EVENTS  

Strings for Youth is a suite of string orchestras for children who play the violin, viola 

or cello, from the beginner level through to Grade 8 and beyond, rehearsing 

weekly during term time to present a concert at the end of each term.  

 

We run two of these high-quality orchestras (beginner to Grade 4 level) at St Luke's 

Church, Sevenoaks and would really love to get more young string players          

involved and offer this valuable opportunity to as many of them as we can.        

Orchestral playing is not only of benefit to children's musical development, but   

also helps to further their social skills, improve mental health and build an             

important sense of community and teamwork. 

 

Children are also welcome to come along with their instruments for a free trial   

session at our first rehearsals on Friday 13 September!  Please visit our website for 

more information -  www.stringsforyouth.com. 

https://www.thespacesevenoaks.co.uk/upcoming-events/
mailto:cyp@westkentmind.org.uk
https://www.stringsforyouth.com/
http://www.stringsforyouth.com/

