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Smartphones 
By the end of last academic year we had 

the vast majority of our Year 6 children 

bringing a smartphone to school which 

was then placed in a box during school 

time and stored in the school office. I 

have spent much time reflecting whether children need to bring 

a smartphone to a junior school. I have always been  under the 

impression that the reason for bring a phone to school was due 

to parents’ safety fears when their child  walks to school          

independently.  

 

At the end of Term 6 I spent time asking the Year 6 children why they were bringing a 

phone to school and if it was linked to safety. The answer was no! The children described 

that they liked to bring their phone to school as it gave them the opportunity to go on 

their phone (gaming, social media or watching videos) before school and after school when 

they weren't with their parents. For many children walking  to and from school looking at 

their phone is a far greater road safety danger. We have unintentionally also created an 

unwelcome element of peer pressure linked to children feeling they have to bring a phone 

to school or issues  regarding what type of phone they have.  

 

Therefore I would like to trial from Monday 23rd September children not to bring a 

smartphone to Amherst School. If your child does need a phone linked to walking           

independently to school please could it not be a smartphone.  This would be a phone that 

they can make calls on or text only. We have some children who are already doing this.  

This phone would still be handed in each day.  

 

We see a sharp increase in the number of Year 6 children owning a smartphone after the 

Kent Test and Christmas. I would like to establish this new routine before more children 

own a smartphone. I hope you are supportive of this change. As a parent myself (children 

aged 14, 12 and 9) I know how hard this area is.  

 

 

Time Tables Rock Stars 
Times Tables have always been an important aspect of           

primary school maths, with fast recall of times tables allowing 

children much easier access to trickier mathematical             

concepts.  

This is even more true with the recent introduction of the    

statutory Multiplication Times table Check for our Year 4s.  
 

To aid the children in their learning, we have provided all children with access to a          

programme called Times table Rockstars. TTRockstars is a highly effective, but most        

importantly fun and engaging, way for children to improve their times table recall. If your 

child doesn't already know their login, their teacher will be happy to provide you with it. 

TTRockstars can be accessed from any device - practice enough and you may even be able 

to beat your teacher! If you have any questions on its use, please don't hesitate to let us 

know. 

 

I hope you have an excellent weekend and enjoy the welcome return to some sunshine. I 

have my last cricket match of the season tomorrow, hopefully I will get some runs!  
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NOTICES  

Please complete the quick Daily Absence Form on our website before 9.00am for every 
day your child is off school. 

 

— &

Parents, please familiarise yourself with the secondary school open days currently 
being hosted. Please complete and absence form it you would like to take your child to 
view a school. 
 

We are celebrating Harvest Festival on 3rd October. If there are any parents who are 
able to take the food to St John’s on Thursday 3rd  October we would be very grateful. 
We would appreciate your help at the following times: 

• Please arrive at Amherst at 11.00am to loads cars with the food  

• Then drive to St John’s between 11.30-12.30pm to drop off our donations. 
If you are able to help, please let the office know via an email to 
office@amherst.kent.sch.uk 
 

 

We have spaces available if you are interested. Please complete our booking  form. 
 

Please remember not to bring dogs on the school site or the collection area at pick up 
time. Many thanks for your support. 
 

Please apply on Kent Teach for the vacancies we have. 
Clerk to the Governors  
 

Please be reminded to provide the following consent on www.schoolgateway.com if 
you have not yet: 

Walking Home /  Photo /  Parent Drivers /  Emergency Medical Consent /   Local Visits 

 

/
We are still looking for YEAR 5 parent readers please—If you can spare even an hour it 
would be much appreciated. Please indicate on www.schoolgateway.com your        
availability. 
 

Please click on the links below: 

Year 3 Letter                  Year 4 Letter         Year 5 Letter      Year 6 Letter 
 

 

17 September    - Meet the teacher (Year 3—4.00pm / Year 4—4.45pm) 

18 September    - Meet the teacher (Year 5—4.00pm / Year 6—4.45pm) 

23 September    - Clubs start 

24 September    - Year 6 Child Measurement Programme  

25 September    - Year 6 Secondary Application Meeting—7.15pm 

2 October                  - School Photos 

23 October              - Year 6 - WWII day 

24 October              - Last Day of Term 

25 October              - Inset Day 

 

 

 

 
 

• We are still in need of donations of sweets and chocolate—please 

can you drop it off at our stall on the common from 11.00am 

• If you have any portable tables and pop up gazebos we can       

borrow - please contact myself (amherst-chair@outlook.com) or via 

your class reps as this will save us requiring access to the school site.  

• 10.00am on the day - we need 4 people to help set up the gazebo 

and tables on Chipstead Common. 

• Finally, we need volunteers to man the stall between 12 and 2 as it’s 

pretty popular and busy! Riverhead’s team will take over from 2.00pm 

and do the clear down as we share the stall :)  
 

 

Thank you so much for your support - Lydia Sage (PTA Chair)  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1g6ihwtzu43Kt28TM8TjrvKAhJfqRvP3_iYWS4SAtWxU/edit
https://www.amherst.kent.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=4070
mailto:office@amherst.kent.sch.uk
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScG64bxd_vqrLTqKlLwU5zUrHSjLhDrZJhqA2AfILKf_BWpEw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.kent-teach.com/Recruitment/Vacancy/SearchResults.aspx?Keyword=amherst%20school
http://www.schoolgateway.com
http://www.schoolgateway.com
https://www.amherst.kent.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=4174
https://www.amherst.kent.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=4175
https://www.amherst.kent.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=4176
https://www.amherst.kent.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=4177
mailto:amherst-chair@outlook.com


You will see from the list that we are in the fortunate position of being able to offer a wide range of clubs.  

Please discuss with your child which clubs they would like to join. 

•To sign up, please complete the online form by the latest Monday 16th September 2024 at 12.00pm. 

• Clubs start week commencing 23th September 2024 and end 29th November 2024, with the exception of a few. 

 

CONFIRMATION OF PLACES 
There will be a limited number of children per club.  

Once we finalise the club lists, we will confirm your child’s place via an email from the office towards 
the end of next week. 

There may be occasions when a club has to be cancelled at short notice but generally, we will give as much   
notice as possible of cancellation.  Similarly, should your child not be able to attend on a particular day, your 
child should please notify the teacher in charge of the club. 
 

REQUESTS FOR HELP 
For the clubs below to run, we welcome offers of help. Please  
indicate your availability on the booking form: 
 

•Chess (Monday) 

•Girls Football (Thursday)  

•Hockey Drivers (Thursday) 

•Beginner Cross Country (Tuesday) 

•Cross Country (Friday) 
 

COMPLETE THE CLUBS FORM ONLINE 
Please click here to tell us which clubs your child would like to attend.  

Your child will be coming home with a      
paper copy of the Autumn & Spring 

Clubs list today. 
Here are a few notes to guide you when 

you look at the list. 

 
The Ceramics club is making the following items in the autumn term: 
 

Tuesday Group:                                   Wednesday Group: 

Three angels 

singing around 

a candle. 

Christmas tree 

with candle in 

the middle. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfVPhhJyEhEScafOJF5DSY1oxxA6cCGbMFt1_Y_r9XaMCTrtA/viewform?usp=sf_link


LET ’S CELEBRATE  

STAR OF THE WEEK  

EX-PUPIL NEWS  

3B Emma S 

3CL Arthur S 

3WH Ralph G 

4C Amber G 

4SF Tyler B-M 

4T Ava B 

5A William C 

5HR Alice J 

5J Leela P 

6A Fred M 

6MW Chloe B 

6W Lyra G 

 

Alice M had a very successful summer of tennis competition reaching the last 16 of ‘Play 
Your Way to Wimbledon National Finals’ held on the grass courts at Wimbledon in a 
field of 48 County Winners from around the country.  
 
She then went on to become County champion in 3 events at the Kent Championships: 
14U Singles, 14U doubles & 18U mixed doubles. She’s now ranked number 4 in the 
County and has been selected for the 16U County squad.  
 
Alice represented the school tennis team and attended the lunchtime training from 
years 3-6 & still trains at Chipstead Place LTC, her local village club! 
 
Congratulation to Alice! 
 
 

LIBRARY BOOKS  

Parents, please can all school library books promptly be returned once your child has finished reading it.  
 

Annually we are seeing  200-300 books not being returned and we are unable to replace them.  
 

We would really appreciated your help with this as we would not want our children to miss out on wonderful 
resources the school owns. 

 

School books are often recognisable by the following: 

        Silver Stickers                                                      Reading band coloured stickers                 School Stamp & Barcode 



COMMUNITY EVENTS  

https://www.nextthing.education/product/radnor-house-sevenoaks-october-camp/
https://megacamps.net/
https://www.barracudas.co.uk/camps/sevenoaks/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/a-piano-favourites-recital-with-simon-proctor-tickets-924306745357?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://lovethegameuk.co.uk/

