
You may remember that one of our School Improvement Plan top 
priorities this year was to introduce Circle Time to all classes. The 
motivation was to help improve children’s ability to play together 
and resolve conflict when it arises. Circle Time increases the     
levels of mutual respect among peers and enables classes to feel 
like a family by supporting each other in a positive manner.  
 

This initiative has been highly successful so far. The school is 
settled and calm with so many children playing together in a    
positive manner. Yesterday I was on lunch duty in the playground 
and it was wonderful to observe and feel the positive atmosphere. Children were playing 
happily and when disagreements happened children were demonstrating higher levels of 
tolerance and resilience to resolve the issues themselves.  
 

Teachers enjoy Circle Time too as it is a weekly opportunity to play games with their class 
and help build positive relationships. We all need a bit of fun!  
 

It was interesting to note this week when reading the Spring edition of the Headteacher 
Update that there was an article on Circle Time written by Jenny Mosely (the creator of   
Circle Time thirty years ago). It was affirming to read our gut instinct in September of how 
to help children and staff in this area was the right direction to follow. The article details 
the value of Circle Time and that schools have forgotten its many benefits. She states: 

 

Genuine, vibrant circle times create a 
weekly space where children and their 
teachers sit without any curriculum      
demands and freely engage as a ‘family’ 
in its widest sense, i.e. a group of people 
who support you and in whom you can 
confide and trust. Circle time is a time 
when children and staff come       together 
to talk, play games and spend time build-
ing these relationships.  

   

Please take the time to ask your child about Circle Time.  

 

It was a busy week last week with the our IT hardware upgrade being completed.  

We have successfully replaced the desktops in the IT suite and for the admin team as well 
as all pupil and teacher laptops. We are now utilising Windows 11 and ready for Microsoft 
not supporting lesser versions of Windows from October 2025.  

Thank you to the PTA and all parents for the fundraising which has enabled this upgrade to 
take place. It will have a positive impact on every child and adult in the school.  

 

Please remember that children are not allowed to bring a smartphone to Amherst School. 
The parental response has been very positive to this change in policy. If you are purchasing 
a smartphone for your child please remember that they will not be able to bring it to 
school. Just to clarify, a smartphone is a phone that can connect to the internet. 

 

I hope you all have a great weekend.  
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NOTICES  

Please complete the quick Daily Absence Form on our website before 9.00am for every 
day your child is off school. Please complete for ANY appointment during the day. 
 

— —

All clubs are expected to run as normal next week. 
 

Please remember to top up your child’s lunch money accounts on 
www.schoolgateway.com. Costs for this term are:  Daily - £ 2.65 / Weekly - £ 13.25 / Term 
3 - £79.50 / Term 4 - £79.50 / Term 3 & 4  - £159.00 
 

 

Parents, please consider our neighbours and children walking to school when parking at drop off or 
when collecting your children from school. 
 

 
Please click on the subscribe button to add school dates to your personal calendar. Amherst School 
Calendar 
 

&  
Year 6             —   Young Voices Trip          —Final Arrangements 

Year 6         —  Love to Dance                 —Final Arrangements, costume information & tickets 

Class 6MW —  Sevenoaks Science        —Please respond to the request for help with transport 

Year 3          —  Roman Day Arrangements 
 

 
The PTA is currently looking for a new secretary to join the team. Please contact amherst-
chair@outlook.com or amherst-treasurer@outlook.com if you would like to join the team in making 
a difference for Amherst. 

Please click on the links below for info on Curriculum, Trips,             

Homework and more 

Year 3 Letter                  Year 4 Letter         Year 5 Letter      Year 6 Letter 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1g6ihwtzu43Kt28TM8TjrvKAhJfqRvP3_iYWS4SAtWxU/edit
https://www.schoolgateway.com/
https://www.amherst.kent.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=1&pid=6&viewid=1
https://www.amherst.kent.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=1&pid=6&viewid=1
mailto:amherst-chair@outlook.com
mailto:amherst-chair@outlook.com
mailto:amherst-treasurer@outlook.com
https://www.amherst.kent.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=4329
https://www.amherst.kent.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=4330
https://www.amherst.kent.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=4331
https://www.amherst.kent.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=4332


LET ’S CELEBRATE  

STAR OF THE WEEK  

3B Benson S 

3CL Daniel T 

3WH Tamara H 

4C Stevie A-C 

4SF Bertie D-L 

4T Elizabeth K 

 

5A Ernie M 

5HR Seb H 

5J Ethan H 

6A Ollie P 

6MW Sydney H 

6W Isabe N 

WATER POLO  

On Wednesday 22nd January, a team from Year 6 participated in a Water polo             
competition at Sevenoaks School. 
 

This was a new sport for all the children and they all demonstrated real strength,          
determination and skill. They played 6 matches and, as a result of brilliant team work, 
defence and shooting, they won 5 of the games. Amherst came second overall in the 
competition and the result came down to goal difference for first and second place. 
 

The children represented the school superbly. Huge congratulations to Lyra, Richard, Lia, 
Polly, Nathan and Jack.  
 

Many thanks to the parents for transporting and supporting the children. 
Mrs Wheeler  
 



YEAR 3 & 6 BUDDY WORK  

Year 3 and Year 6 did some buddy work this week creating fact files about The Celts.   

YEAR 4  -  NORMAN SHIELDS  

Year 4’s colourful                   

Norman Shields! 



COMMUNITY EVENTS  

 

mailto:kentchft.oralhealthkent@nhs.net
mailto:amy@sevenoaksdance.co.uk
https://www.donningtonmanorhotel.co.uk/Escape_Room_Sevenoaks.html

