
The children have made a fantastic start to our whole school 
book project A River by Marc Martin. The children and staff are 
highly enthusiastic about the book and I have seen some       
wonderful writing this week from all year groups. The project 
will last for 2-3 weeks and I look forward to seeing the finished 
displays which will showcase the children’s writing and artwork.  
 

In Tuesday’s assembly I shared information about Marc Martin 
so the children could be begin to understand who he is and how 
his experiences influence his work. We learnt about his        
childhood: 

Hopefully your children are talking        
positively about the book. If you have 
younger siblings at Riverhead, they too 
have been studying A River this week.  
 

This term’s school value is politeness. The accompanying school rule to this value states: 
 

We will be well-mannered and courteous towards everyone at Amherst School.  
 

In assembly next week I will be exploring with the children how we can put politeness into 
action. These actions go far further than just the usual saying of please and thank you to 
be a polite person. Research has shown the polite people exhibit many of the following        
behaviours: 
 

• They can admit when they’re wrong 

• They make others feel comfortable 

• They have polite body language 

• They don’t interrupt 

• They disagree without anger 

• They don’t gossip 

• They listen more than they speak 

• They don’t take joy in others’ mistakes 

As I mentioned in the previous newsletter 
before half term, I had the wonderful           
opportunity to complete the Formula 4     
Masters driving experience at Brands Hatch 
in half term. It was amazing! Although when the professional driver 
drove me around I  realised I wasn't quite as quick as I thought I was!         
 

I hope you all have a wonderful weekend.  
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I had a really happy childhood, but I’m an only child, 
which meant I had to find creative ways of playing 

and using my imagination without other kids 
around. I played with Lego a lot, and it enabled me 
to create worlds in which to exist and dream. I also 

rode my bicycle quite a bit - I spent many afternoons 
after school riding around the neighbourhood and          

exploring my  surroundings. 
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NOTICES  

Please complete the quick Daily Absence Form on our website before 9.00am for every 
day your child is off school. Please complete for ANY appointment during the day. 
 

—  - 7
Thursday 06/03/2025 - NO Cross Country Club 

All other clubs are expected to run as normal. 
 

&
Year 5 Bushcraft Trip - Payment due today 28.02.2025 
 

—

On Tuesday we will serve pancakes for dessert. If your child would                                      
like to have a school meal on Tuesday, please ask them to book a meal                            
with their teacher at registration time. 
 

 
The Amherst Music Concert will take place on Tuesday 1st April at 6.00pm. If your child 
learns an instrument out of school and plays to a high level and would like to take part in 
the concert, please can you let us know by completing the following registration form. 
 

— &

We currently have a glut of second hand uniform, 
which is becoming difficult to store or manage. Please 
can you limit donations to::  Team Amherst hoodies,  good 

quality Amherst logo items & ties  
 

 

Our Science Day is on 11th March and we are looking 
for donations of the following: 

• Plastic Milk bottle lids  

• Empty plastic drinks bottles (not large 2L bottles.) 

• Empty tissue boxes 

• Cardboard tubes & Cereal boxes 

• Yogurt pots & tin cans (clean with no sharp edges!) 
 

Please order your child’s class photo via www.getphotos.co.uk and using the class codes in the body 
of the email.  The cut off for ordering photos with free delivery to 
school is 13 March 2025. 
 

We currently have a position available for a Teaching Assistant. Please apply via Kent 
Teach— application closing date 14/03/2025 
 

Thank you for your generosity in supporting our charity fundraising effort for on behalf of 
ECHO (Evelina Children’s Heart Organisation). A fantastic amount of £601.50 was raised! 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1g6ihwtzu43Kt28TM8TjrvKAhJfqRvP3_iYWS4SAtWxU/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe_d2vVPL3bGVwZRGpzV9w4ZQtXJrLnVcNet_UEox3naedKuw/viewform?usp=sharing
https://www.getphotos.co.uk/
https://www.kent-teach.com/Recruitment/Vacancy/VacancyDetails.aspx?VacancyId=143481
https://www.kent-teach.com/Recruitment/Vacancy/VacancyDetails.aspx?VacancyId=143481
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/amherstpta/


LET ’S CELEBRATE  

STAR OF THE WEEK  

3B Kio F 

3CL Lola T 

3WH Poppy S 

4C Theo P 

4SF Phoebe B 

4T Darcy A 

5A Oliver B 

5HR Jess C 

5J Henry W 

6A Ayrton G 

6MW Elias S-T 

6W Leni M 

BALLET 
In half-term Libby H (3B) competed at Royal Tunbridge 
Wells Dance Festival and achieved the below results: 
 

• 2nd Classical Ballet Solo 

• 2nd Modern Solo 

• 4th Classical Character Solo 

• 1st Classical Ballet Duet 

• 1st Classical Ballet Trio 
 

She was also invited to the bursary class at the end of 
the half term festival. It was 22 dancers aged 8-18, 
each performed their classical ballet solo and there 
was one winner adjudicated by Mica Bradbury (soloist 
in the Royal Ballet). Before Mica awarded the winner 
she said she wanted to specially mention one dancer 
and give them a place at one of her workshops at    
Royal Opera House and that dancer was Libby who she 
praised for her technical strength and performance 
quality at such a young age. 
 

Congratulations to Libby on this fantastic result! 

FOOTBALL 
Congratulations to the Amherst 
football team on winning the 
Schools League for 2024/25!! The 
team had their last two league 
games against Seal and Otford on 
Tuesday.  

We expected them to be difficult:  

Seal proved tricky opponents to 
overcome in the final of our first 
tournament, while Otford were 
well placed at 3rd in the league 
prior to the game.  
 

Against Seal, the team were not 
up to their usual high standards in 
the first half, which ended 0-0. 
 

They found their groove in the second half, ending as comfortable 3-0 winners. They went into the 
final game against Otford knowing victory would seal the league title, and the team played some of 
their best football of the season, ending with a fantastic 5-0 win. This marks Amherst's first league 
title in 4 years, and their first unbeaten season in at least a decade. The whole squad has been      
fantastic, always showing incredible sportsmanship and dedication in every match. They have been 
a pleasure to coach, and leave behind a fantastic legacy for the school - myself and Mr. Barratt are 
very proud!   
 

Mr Hafford-Robson 



500 WORDS STORY  



COMMUNITY EVENTS  

https://thedockyard.co.uk/events/brickwrecks/
https://www.activatecamps.co.uk/venues/the-new-beacon/
https://eu.castitreach.com/ag/love/jbos11/welcome.html
https://www.wtma.co.uk/

