
I attended a KCC Headteachers’ briefing on Monday morning 
which provided some interesting points of discussion. I had 
attended hoping to find out more about the changes to Higher 
Needs Funding following several consultations over the last 18 
months. This information was lacking but a secondary school 
gave a presentation on how they have been using a Relational 
Approach in their school with great success.  

This was a term that I was unfamiliar with but the more I listened, 
the more I identified that this is my approach to headship. I     
wasn’t aware  that what I had always interpreted as the gut     
instinct approach was a formal strategy!  

 

A  of this approach is .  

Through caring we build strong relationships which help pupils 
feel secure.  Below is a list of things we can do in schools to show we care: 

 
Be loving and compassionate. Let them know that you like them and that they are  special to 
you. Regularly checking in with simple smiles, eye contact, thumbs up etc. can make the 
child feel they are cared for.  
 

 Hold them in mind. Finding regular opportunities to let them know they were in your 
thoughts is important in enabling the child to understand that relationships can be secure.  
 

Use transitional objects. This can help them know that you are thinking about them. Simple 
actions such as lending them a ‘special’ pen that they need to bring back to you at the end 
of the day, will let them know you are thinking of them.  
 

Show them that you care. Notice things about them (a new coat, haircut or pencil case) and 
remember details about them including birthdays, interests, favourite sporting teams or 
bands. Let them know that you thinking about their basic needs. Small things that show you 
care can make a significant difference.  
 

Soothe and comfort them. Soothing enables the child to calm their physiological response to    
danger and fear.  

 

You may read the above list and think those things would be obvious, but they are not to 
everybody. I personally believe this is how we should interact with everybody, not just       
children in a pupil teacher relationship.  

 

 

Monday 17th and Wednesday 19th March - Year 6 Parliament School Trip  

Friday 21st March - Red Nose Day 

Saturday 22nd March - PTA Spring Ball 

Monday 24th March - Love 2 Dance 

Tuesday 25th and Thursday 27th March - Parents’ Evening  

Friday 28th March - PTA School Disco 

Tuesday 1st April 2.00pm - Year 3 Easter Performance 

Tuesday 1st April 6.00pm - Amherst Music Festival 

Friday 4th April  - Easter Bonnet making with Riverhead (Years 5/6) & End of term! 

 

I hope you all have a great weekend.  
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NOTICES  

Please complete the quick Daily Absence Form on our website before 9.00am for every 
day your child is off school. Please complete for ANY appointment during the day. 
 

— — 4
Clubs END today, with the exception of a few who are still preparing for events: 

The following clubs will be running this week: 

• Monday       —Minecraft Club 12.30pm 

• Wednesday — Spanish Club 12.30pm 

• Thursday      — Beginners Tennis 8.00am 

• Thursday      — Amherst Choir 3.30pm 

• Friday            — Training Choir 8.15am 

• Friday            — Orchestra 3.30pm 
 

You are invited to enter our first ever 500 word story-writing competition! 

Closing date:  28 March 2025 

Please hand in your entry to the library desk. 

Make sure you have written your name and class on your story. 
 

Dear All 

We would love to send a huge thank you 
to all our wonderful reps and parents/
carers for your amazing support of the 
PTA!  

The attached poster highlights the fantas-
tic funds we've raised together in the first 
half of the academic year. 

We can’t wait to bring you more fun-filled 
events in the months ahead, including the 
Spring Ball, Summer BBQ, Quizzes, Discos 
and After-School Sales. 

Thank you for being such an incredible part of our school community! 
 

With gratitude, 

The PTA Lead Team 
 

We have children in school with serious  nut allergies. If they eat nuts or for some, are 
near them, they could get very sick. Please can you ensure to not send in nuts to 
school—in packed lunches, bake sales or chocolate donations. 
 

—

Please see more information on page 4. We will appreciate donations of cakes for our 
cake sale! (Please can you provide a list of ingredients)  

Please use www.schoolgateway.com for any other donations. Many thanks for your   
anticipated support. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1g6ihwtzu43Kt28TM8TjrvKAhJfqRvP3_iYWS4SAtWxU/edit
http://www.schoolgateway.com


LET ’S CELEBRATE  

STAR OF THE WEEK  

3B Wilfred W 

3CL Isabella G 

3WH Ethan O 

4C Charlie G 

4SF Marnya N 

4T Florence O’H 

5A Emmie M 

5HR Lila R 

5J Luca W 

6A Nathan I-C 

6MW Leo G 

6W Lukas S 

MUSIC  

Congratulations to Maya S who passed her grade 2 Flute exam with merit! 

AMHERST CHOIR 

TAEKWONDO 
Henry W and Izzy W competed in the LTSI Open South East Taekwondo 
competition at De Havilland University.  Henry gained a bronze trophy in 
patterns - having to perform in 4 separate rounds, and gave a really 
good effort at sparring and at flying high kick where the pad he had to 
kick was double his height! 

Izzy also gained a bronze trophy in patterns, and a bronze medal in    
sparring. While they normally compete only against the same sex, due 
to numbers, Izzy competed against two boys taller than herself in      
sparring and gave as good as she got! 
 

Congratulations to both Henry and Izzy! 

 

Arthur B (3CL) has successfully raised over £180 through selling comics at school 
and via his Just Giving page. Arthur has really worked hard to create the comics 
and it has been rewarding for him to see his efforts result in such a significant                    
contribution to a charity that is very close to our hearts. 

He has a few remaining comics which he will be selling today and tomorrow, 
should anyone be interested in purchasing one. Well done Arthur! 

CHARITY FUNDRAISING 

SWIMMING 
On 8-9 March, Mark G (6MW) took part in a swimming competition for clubs 
from South East London and North West Kent. In his age group, Mark won a 
silver medal in 100m backstroke, 50m backstroke and bronze medal in 50m 
free style. Congratulations Mark! 

Last Saturday, the Amherst Choir competed in the Tunbridge Wells Arts Festival at Kent College,            
singing The Rose by Amanda McBroom as well as a brilliant rendition of the classic Good Morning from 
the musical Singing in the Rain.  

The children not only won the overall Children's Choir class but were also awarded a mark of 
‘Distinction’. You can hear these pieces at our annual Music Concert in 
the School Hall on Tuesday 1st April at 6.00pm, to which all families are 
most welcome.  

https://www.justgiving.com/page/ninjacomic


PTA - SPRING BALL  



SCIENCE DAY  

YEAR 5—RAINFOREST ROADSHOW  



CLUBS-BOOK YOUR SUMMER CLUBS NOW! 

SUMMER CLUBS LIST and SIGN UP  
 
Your child will be coming home with a paper 
copy of the Summer Clubs list today. A few notes 
to guide you when you look at the list: 
 
We have two new clubs: 
• Athletics 
• Curling 
 
You will see from the list that we are in the fortunate position of being able to 
offer a wide range of clubs. 
 
Please discuss with your child which clubs they would like to join. 
 
To sign up, please complete the online booking form by the latest Monday 17th 
March 2025 at 12.00pm. (Link below) 
 
Clubs start week commencing 28 April 2025 and end 27 June 2025. 
 
 

CONFIRMATION OF PLACES 

There will be a limited number of children per club.  

Once we have finalised the club registers, we will confirm your child’s place via 
an email. 

There may be occasions when a club has to be cancelled at short notice but 
generally, we will give as much notice as possible of cancellation.  Similarly, 
should your child not be able to attend on a particular day, your child should 
please notify the teacher in charge of the club. 
 
 

COMPLETE THE CLUBS FORM ONLINE 

Please click here to tell us which clubs your child would like to attend.  

 

https://www.amherst.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=Clubs+%28Extra%2DCurricular%29&pid=36&action=saved


COMMUNITY EVENTS  

mailto:adam@artennis.co.uk
http://www.girlzacademy.co.uk/
mailto:oakbury@live.co.uk
mailto:sendroadshows@kent.gov.uk
mailto:fun@barracudas.co.uk
mailto:amy@sevenoaksdance.co.uk


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSej7w6iZIeLSiEjtb-e1e8apX6qIRTeVPBIcxHuTBEWZrUI3g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdsELShNx3X6VcWPV_DUiUykf3xG5-vOiHJws9plaT7gdKdLQ/viewform
http://www.buzzersacademies.co.uk/
https://www.wtma.co.uk/

