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AMHERST SCHOOL
MESSAGE FROM MR REID
MAKING MISTAKES
I am always pleased to observe teachers celebrating children’s mistakes
as learning opportunities. This positive culture enables children to take
risks when learning, which is vital for them to develop further. One of the
biggest factors to hold children back is their fear of failure. 
As parents we too have to manage children’s mistakes, of which there
will make many. This week I was asked the question ‘How often do you
let your children fail?’. As parents our instinct is to protect our children
and try wherever possible to enable them to be successful. This
unwittingly can involve predicting potential failure and saving them from
it. What if our overprotection was having the opposite affect? 

            

We often feel it is our fault if they have forgotten their homework or
missed the bus because they were late. Continually shielding your child
from the consequences of those two scenarios is not helping them take
responsibility for their own actions. Letting them fail can be hard to watch
but can lead to positive outcomes. 
If we want those behaviours to be present at secondary school we need
to start whilst they are at Amherst. We can let them make mistakes and
have the opportunity to learn from them in a supportive environment. It
is such a hard balance to get right as a parent! Maybe this weekend
reflect on that original question ’How often do I let my child fail?’. 
I am going to Brands Hatch on Sunday to watch the British Superbikes.
Remember children under 13 go for free! 

I hope you all have a good weekend. 
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As children progress to
secondary school more than
ever they are going to need the
skills to make independent
decisions and be responsible for
their behaviours and learning. 



REPORT ABSENCE - Please click here to complete the quick Daily
Absence Form on our website before 9.00am for every day your
child is off school. The form should also be used for medical
appointments, holiday requests and school visits.

CLUBS
Week beginning - 19 October 2026:
ALL CLUBS should be running as normal. 

DATA COLLECTION
Data collection sheets were distributed to children on Thursday
in sealed envelopes. Please check the details carefully, make
any necessary amendments, and sign and date the form before
returning it in the original envelope to the school office or your
child’s class teacher by Wednesday, 21 October 2026. 

WINNING HOUSE - WOLFE
This term’s winning house is Wolfe. Children can come to school
on the last day wearing YELLOW.

SCHOOL PHOTOS ARE READY!
Vancols Photographers are pleased to confirm that the School
Photographs are ready to view using the QR code on your proof
card.
If you have already scanned the QR code on the Proof and
registered you will receive an auto email notification.
If you have not done it yet, don’t panic, you can still view by
scanning the QR code on your Proof and following the
instructions.
If you have not received your Proof or it has been lost you can
call Vancols Parent Line on 01206 273711 however if you do not
have an existing account with Van Cols you will need to contact
the school directly for the website photo code.

The online cut-off date for orders to be placed for free postage
back to the school is 28  October 2026.th
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Children should remember to bring their PE kit for
CLUBS!

DATA

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1g6ihwtzu43Kt28TM8TjrvKAhJfqRvP3_iYWS4SAtWxU/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1g6ihwtzu43Kt28TM8TjrvKAhJfqRvP3_iYWS4SAtWxU/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1g6ihwtzu43Kt28TM8TjrvKAhJfqRvP3_iYWS4SAtWxU/edit


PTA CHRISTMAS CARDS
The PTA understand that there may have been last minute
drawing disasters or card designs dropped in a puddle. So we’re  
      giving you a little extra time to finish your Christmas designs.
Designs need to be back at the school office by 12pm on
Monday. There are spare forms at reception.
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ASH Elodie C

ELM Mila V

OAK Elliot S

BIRCH Melek F

CEDAR Henry L

MAPLE Bella P

BEECH Amelia D

ROWAN Agnes McK

WILLOW Brandon T

CHESTNUT Layah W

HAWTHORN Eliza O’H

SYCAMORE Avish M

STAR OF THE WEEK
 

NETBALL
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Amherst Netball team played the first of their league
matches this week against Anthony Roper. The team
were all super keen and played incredibly well for their
first season match together. The netball match is played
in four six minute quarters with players rotating into
one of the five positions: GA, GS, GD, C, GK. 

Well done to our Year 4 hockey team that took part in a
festival on Monday afternoon. For some of the children
this was the first time that they had played hockey.  I was
so impressed with each child’s effort and determination
despite the wet weather! They played really well ending
up being placed third overall which was a great
achievement. Well done to Alex G, Iris M, Alessio G, 
Jasmine K, Randle W and Florence P.

HOCKEY

This means our players have to be very versatile to change positions as well as
changing scoring ends. After the first quarter Amherst led 1-0. In the second
quarter Anthony Roper scored alongside another Amherst goal. In the final two
quarters we had a run of great goal scoring and super defence to finish with a
final score of 6-2 to Amherst. A promising start to the season. The team were:
Holly C, Alana B, Yannike N, Marnya N, Lara H, Lara S, Phoebe B and Sam H.
Thank you to all our parent supporters.
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https://www.kentadulteducation.co.uk/learning-with-us/family-learning/
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S Please click on the images or scan the
QR code for more information. 

Registration deadline is
 11 December 2026

Completed entries should either be posted to: Laura Trott MP, House of Commons,
London, SW1A 0AA or scanned and sent to laura.trott.mp@parliament.uk.

https://www.foalfarm.org.uk/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeugwpqklIHKsFElqKN9SeAl8t3khJxUEARSaZTEvATazMivg/viewform
mailto:vocalasevenoaks@gmail.com
https://www.schoolstriathlon.org/e/sevenoaks-school-8883
https://harlequins-open-week.harlequins-t-4759.chatgpt.site/
https://twpuppetryfestival.org/whats-on-2026/
https://www.lauratrott.org.uk/sites/www.lauratrott.org.uk/files/2026-10/Entry%20Form%202026.pdf
mailto:laura.trott.mp@parliament.uk
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